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OUR VIEW

Downballot
selections

W

hile down-ballot local government
races often do not get the attention
they deserve from voters, it is the
decisions many of these elected leaders make
that are going to affect some of the things that
are most important to residents, such as schools,
roads and public safety. The Times has endorsed
the following candidates for this important role.
*

*

*

For judge of the Carroll County Circuit Court,
we endorse Judge Richard Titus to return to the
bench. Over more than two decades as a
practicing attorney in Carroll and since he was
appointed by Gov. Larry Hogan in 2016, Titus
has earned a reputation as a fair but firm judge,
who exhibits patience and compassion. We see
no reason not to return him to the bench.

Terrie Connolly, a Democrat, is our choice for
clerk of the Circuit Court. This choice is based
on her more than 30 years working for the
Maryland judiciary, including in the criminal,
juvenile, civil, land records, courtroom and
licensing departments. She is currently a senior
manager of courtroom operations for the Carroll
County Circuit Court. Connolly is, without
question, the most qualified for this post.
For judge of the Orphan’s Court, we are
endorsing Republicans Margaret “Peggy” Bair
and Charles Coles Jr., and Democrat Charles
Harrison for the three seats. These three are the
only candidates running with previous experience serving as judge of the Orphan’s Court, the
state’s probate court, which supervises the
management of estates of people who have died,
with or without a will, while owning property in
their sole name.
Several races for local offices will be uncontested in the general election, which is a shame.
Typically, we believe the more choice that voters
have, the better.
However, we also recognize that the reason
some of these individuals are not being challenged is because they have done a good job in
their most recent terms in office, and have
generally been responsive to their constituents.
With that in mind, we would like to
re-emphasize our endorsements of the following uncontested candidates: Steven Wantz,
Republican for Commissioner in District 1;
Richard Weaver, Republican for Commissioner
in District 2; Ed Rothstein, Republican for
Commissioner in District 5; Brian DeLeonardo
for State’s Attorney; Jim DeWees for Sheriff; and
Paul Zimmerman for Register of Wills.
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My nightmare before Christmas
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days, you can go to a Spirit Halloween lights, wrapping the columns on the
store, Party City or Walmart and find a front porch with red ribbon to make
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was back when the store-bought cos- the front yard with tinsel Santas,
tumes for kids consisted of a jumpsuit snowmen, reindeer and presents. Doing
with the consistency of a cheap garbage so seems to extend the holiday season
bag with places for your arms and legs, and, for me anyway, really makes me
and a scratchy plastic mask with a string feel the spirit of the holiday.
Halloween is the only other holiday
like a happy birthday hat that would
break by the third time you lifted it up to where you can really do this. Only
make sure you could safely cross the instead of tinsel Santas and red ribbons,
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I still fondly remember her making coming out of the ground and spooky
an Oscar the Grouch costume for me strobe lights and sounds effects.
A few years ago, former Times
with green fur from the fabric store and
a trash can made from light blue reporter Jacob deNobel, himself a
posterboard with lines drawn on it in Halloween enthusiast, passed along his
black marker and elastic straps stapled strategy for decorating: A little bit of
to it to hold it up. I won first place in the fake spider webs go a long way, and
kindergarten costume parade that year. splurge on one nice new decoration
Later, it was homemade Batman and each year. To my wallet’s detriment, I’ve
Ninja Turtle costumes. Those were done that, adding a fog machine, an
animatronic pumpkin monster and, this
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Mom may have passed down her love year, a window projector.I’m still on the
of Halloween, but not her sewing first bag of fake spider webs and can
abilities. My kids have to rely on the probably get another year out of it.
This year, though, I’ve been a bit
store-bought costume (which are much
better, albeit more expensive, these troubled by how quickly the Christmas
days), but the kiddos desire to embrace retail monster has not only snuck up on
the entire holiday — and not just the Halloween, in many stores it has
free candy — makes my heart happy, completely overtaken it.

While shopping at a Lowe’s store in
Baltimore County on Oct. 15, I decided
to take a look at the Halloween
decorations. They were already limited
to a clearance section of projectors on
an end cap, and a shelf of some pretty
lame decorations. At Big Lots in Westminster earlier this week, the Halloween decorations were limited to a
display in between aisles. The Target
store in Carroll County had a few aisles
still dedicated to Halloween in the back
corner of the store a little over a week
ago, but at all three stores, Christmas
decorations had long taken over the
seasonal aisles in a big way. (Kudos to
the Eldersburg Walmart, which still
had Halloween front-and-center when
I stopped in last week.)
“The Christmas Creep” is a term that
is used in the retail industry to describe
how holiday merchandise continues to
be introduced earlier and earlier each
year, sometimes as soon as the fourth
quarter begins on Oct.1, as stores look to
close the year with a bang. I get it, but I
was taken aback this year how quickly
this year it pushed Halloween to the
wayside. After all, the National Retail
Federation survey indicated Halloween
spending to be approximately $9 billion
for the second straight year. Of course, I
guess that pales in comparison to the
roughly $720 billion the NRF is predicting for holiday spending in November
and December.
Hmm… on the other hand, “The
Christmas Creep” sounds like it could
be a pretty frightening Halloween
costume next year. I wonder if my mom
could sew it for me?
Wayne Carter is the editor of the Carroll
County Times. Reach him at
wayne.carter@carrollcountytimes.com.

Not enough talk about
behavioral health

with the exploding population. Today, I
believe the challenges we face are more
complicated. CCPS must prepare students to meet the changing needs and
opportunities of the modern workplace; cope with declining enrollment;
make the most effective use of available
resources; and keep students safe in a
society where violence, bullying, substance use, etc. have parents concerned
about the safety of their children every
day. The BOE has a responsibility for
the direction and oversight of the
CCPS and careful selection of the
board members is an important civic
duty.
I have known Kenny for over 30
years and he personally values a robust
education and encourages youth to
reach their potential. Additionally, his
leadership experience and roots in our
community give him the ability to
make the thoughtful decisions necessary to guide CCPS. Kenny’s successful
experience as a leader in an executive
role in construction companies that
employ hundreds of people and as a
military officer are a tribute to his
ability to lead organizations. Kenny is
well-known in the community and
always willing to help. His countless
civic activities and leadership roles in
these organizations demonstrate his
commitment to our community. Kenny
is very honest and straight-forward. I
am certain he will be transparent and
open to suggestions when making
difficult decisions considered by the
BOE.
Kenny recognizes the importance of
CCPS partnering with other organizations to make the most of resources and
provide opportunities for our students.
He believes in having a trained local
law enforcement presence in our
schools is an important resource to
ensure school safety. He also recognizes the importance of multiplying
our resources by utilizing volunteers,
business and civic organizations to
leverage opportunities to provide the
best enrichment and extracurricular
activities, which are critical to developing youth into tomorrow’s leaders.
The experience and commitment
that Kenny will bring to the BOE makes
him the right man for the job. His
ability to work with people in the
community and make well-informed
decisions will benefit CCPS. I urge you
to vote for Kenny Kiler for Board of
Education.
Edwin F. Singer
Manchester

I am concerned that I have not heard
much about behavioral health issues in
this upcoming election. Behavioral
health is a term that covers both mental
health and substance use problems. It’s
important to know where the candidates stand on this important issue.
Maryland is in the midst of an opioid
crisis, and overdose deaths from opioids has skyrocketed. While the problem has received a lot of attention in
the press, there is much to accomplish
in the way of solutions. We need more
treatment beds, as well as treatment on
demand, and we need to ensure that
insurance companies are compliant
with parity laws regarding substance
use treatment. Substance use providers
need to be adequately compensated so
that they can earn a living wage, and
thereby reduce shortages of staff.
Mental health has received less
attention than the opioid crisis, but it is
equally important. From 2000 to 2016,
the suicide rate jumped 30 percent.
Even more troubling, between 2006
and 2016 the suicide rate for 10- to
17-year-olds increased 70 percent.
Many people with mental health problems are not getting the treatment that
they need. There is a severe shortage of
psychiatrists, particularly child psychiatrists, and rural areas are very
poorly served. There are known remedies for this — school-based mental
health services, higher salaries for
mental health providers to reduce
shortages, and more rigorous parity
enforcement.
Ask our candidates about their
positions on behavioral health needs.
Lives are at stake, and those lives are
closer to you than you may realize.
Beth Schmidt
Sykesville

A good next step
on health care
In 2011, the Obama administration
put together the Affordable Care Act
after a year of studying various alternatives. Since then, the health care of
millions of Americans has improved,
especially relative to pre-existing conditions, yearly health check-ups and
early treatment.
At that time, a public option was
proposed but was turned down be-
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cause of fear that it would put insurance companies out of business. Going
forward, we have the opportunity to
include in the Affordable Care Act a
provision that Medicare be expanded
to include ages 55 to 65, (and their
dependents), thus making Medicare (a
very popular program) available to
anyone 55 or older for the rest of their
lives. This would be funded by payroll
deductions, which would very likely be
less than the payments for private
insurance. Once one reached 65 they
would no longer have to pay for their
health insurance. And those 55 to 65
years old would enjoy the same benefits as those 65 and older currently
enjoy.
The Democratic Party would find
this funding approach very compatible
with its desire to make quality care
more affordable for more Americans
and with minimum change to our laws.
Wallace Wolff
Westminster

Kiler is the right man
for Board of Education
I want to express my support for
Kenny Kiler for Carroll County Board
of Education. My wife and I grew up in
Carroll County, raised our children
here and we all attended Carroll
County Public Schools. During the
1970s through the 1990s, it seemed the
school system would never keep pace

